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of collapse and fatal cardiac insufficiency of pneumonia are essentially due 
to oligtemia. This leads to insufficient nourishment of the heart, which is at 
the same time weakened by fever and under unusual stress. Perhaps, too, 
anaemia of the brain may act injuriously on the heart, through the nervous 
system. According to what has been said, the author thinks that bleeding 
has properly been abandoned. In addition to the usual methods of main¬ 
taining strength saline injections would seem of value. 

Collective Investigation in the Use of Diphtheria-antitoxin 

in Germany. 

The Deutische med. Wochenschrift (1895, No. 32) publishes in tabular form 
the results of a collective investigation on diphtheria treated with and with¬ 
out antitoxic serum. One of the most interesting features of this is the low 
death-rate of both classes of cases, in marked contrast to some of the earlier 
reports based on comparatively small numbers. Thus, out of 562 cases 
treated with antitoxin in Berlin, 84 died, or 15.1 per cent.; whereas, out of 
282 cases treated without serum in the same city, 49 died, or 17.4 per cent. 
Outside of Berlin, 5271 cases treated with serum gave a death-rate of 9 per 
cent.; and 4197 cases without serum, 14.4 per cent. The totals are respec¬ 
tively 5833 with serum, and 9.6 per cent, mortality ; and 4479 without serum, 
and 14.7 per cent, mortality. The other details are not of much interest in 
themselves; a later report is promised. 

Changes in the Cerebellum in Tabes Dorsalis. 

Jellinek ( Deutsche Zeitschrift fur Nervenheilkunde, Bd. vi. p. 231) has 
examined the cerebellum in six cases of tabes dorsalis. In all cases there 
was atrophy of the ganglion cells of the corpus dentatuin, the cells being 
long, spindle-shaped or three-cornered instead of round or oval, as in the 
normal condition. The bloodvessels of the parts had disappeared to a great 
extent. The fibres penetrating the corpus dentatum, the finer fibres in the 
lobules of the hemispheres, and, in some cases, also the radiating fibres, were 
more or less degenerated. 


Basedow’s Disease. 

Passler ( Deutsche Zeitschrift fur Nervenheilkunde, Bd. vi. p. 21) has anal¬ 
yzed the histories of 58 patients in the Jena Policlinic who showed symptoms 
of Basedow’s disease. Of these, 74 per cent, were women. Of 51 cases 29 
had a neuropathic family history, in most cases on the mother’s side. Rheu¬ 
matism and valvular disease of the heart were each noted five times. In all 
cases but one there was tachycardia; in 43 palpitation of the heart; in 7 
more other symptoms of circulatory disturbance. In 10 cases there was no 
gojtre. Exophthalmus was present in 28 cases. The cardinal symptoms of 
rapid pulse, palpitation, goitre, exophthalmus, and tremor occurred together 
in only 35 per cent, of cases, one or more being absent in all the others. 
There was characteristic tremor in 90 per cent, of cases. Nervous irritability 
was present in 38 cases ; restlessness in 19. Severe headache was complained 
of by 32 patients, dizziness by 23, insomnia by 21. Besides tbe 5 cases with 
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valvular affections, 15 had dilatation of the heart; 24 patients complained 
of a sensation of warmth; 29 cases had increased perspiration; 5 others local 
hyperidrosis; a number of cases showed periods of emaciation, alternating 
with times in which there was rapid increase of weight; 17 cases had poly¬ 
dipsia; 4 of these had also polyuria. In 45 per cent, of cases there were 
severe attacks of diarrhoea, with or without colic. Vomiting attacks occurred 
in some cases. The irritable cough, first observed by Charcot, was noted in 
10 cases; in nearly all cases the breathing was rapid. This the author 
ascribes to a mild paresis of the respiratory muscles. In 4 cases there were 
choreic motions, although “choreic tremor” was not observed; 24 cases 
showed weakness of the voluntary muscles; temporary loss of strength 
(“ giving way of the legs’’) was observed in 10. The reflexes were usually 
normal; in 6 cases they were increased; decreased in only 2. There was 
ankle-clonus in 2 cases. In 1 case the reflexes were similar to those in 
spastic pseudo-paralysis. Graefe's symptom was noted only 9 times, and was 
observed by the author in 1 out of 200 healthy persons examined for the 
purpose. Stellwag’s symptom was present 16 times on both sides; 4 times 
on one side. Mobius’s symptom, insufficiency of convergence, was noted in 
9 cases; in 1 there was marked paresis of the internal recti with double 
vision. The pupil-reflex was usually more active than normal. The eye- 
grounds were normal. In 11 cases the cervical lymphatics were swollen; in 
3 cases the spleen was enlarged; 34 cases were ansemic; 4 cases had albu¬ 
minuria. 


Gangrene of the Leg in Typhoid Fever. 

F. de Qdervain (Oentralblattfur inn. Med., 1895, No. 33) reports the case 
of a man twenty-five years old, who, in the defervescence of a moderately 
severe attack of typhoid fever, had a rise of temperature with pain in the 
right leg. These soon proved to be the early symptoms of thrombosis of the 
right popliteal artery. A combination of dry and moist gangrene followed. 
Later there were symptoms of thrombosis of the left femoral vein. The 
right leg was amputated at the lower part of the femur; recovery followed 
without accident. The right popliteal artery and vein contained laminated, 
partly organized thrombi, extending far down into the branches of both 
vessels. Just below the joint was a deep abscess, containing thick, tenacious, 
grayish-red pus with a peculiar, sour odor. The pus contained motile bacilli 
of various sizes, which gave all the cultural characteristics of the typhoid 
bacillus, not staining by Gram’s method. There were no cocci. The author 
thinks the bacilli set up an arteritis, and that the phlebitis and abscess were 
secondary. 


Second Attack of Diphtheria. 

The general opinion that diphtheria not rarely occurs more than once in 
the same individual has recently been opposed by the physicians of the Chil¬ 
dren’s Hospital in Basel. Stocker, of Lucern ( Correspondenz-Blatt fur 
Sehweizer Aerzte, 1895, No. 15), cites the following to show that exceptional 
instances to the contrary do occur: A boy of fourteen years had diphtheria 
eight years before, with extensive exudate, followed by severe nephritis and 



